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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Figure 2, Element 34 
is not described in the specification. Additionally, there is no description of Figure 4 in the 
specification. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-18 and 25-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 5,850,218 to LaJoie et al as citied by the Applicant. 

Regarding Claim 1, LaJoie discloses a programmable television services client 
device ("set-top terminal", Col. 9, Line 43) for enabling a user to navigate to an 
individual television service, the set-top box coupled to a programmable television 
services server device ("headend", Col. 9, Line 41). The set-top box has a memory for 
storing data (See Figure 3, "NVRAM, DRAM") and an interactive program guide 
contained in the memory for displaying program information received by the client 
device from the server (See Figure 20). LaJoie further discloses configuration 
information contained in the memory (Col. 13, Lines 39-44) that includes a plurality of 
initial guide arrangements and a selection indication that denotes one of the guide 
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arrangements as the selected arrangement. In each guide mode in the system of LaJoie, 
there is a default theme (Cols. 26-27, Lines 64-2) that is used until the user selects 
another from the list with a selection indicator that denotes the particular selected 
arrangement (See Figure 20). Further, the system of LaJoie has a processor (See FigureS, 
"CPU") configured to cause the client device to display the program information 
according to the selected guide arrangement, wherein the processor is responsive to the 
interactive program guide, the configuration information, and the user input. 

Regarding Claim 2, LaJoie discloses a device as stated above in Claim 1 wherein 
the selected guide arrangement is configured in a time format including a centered and 
highlighted lowest channels of a plurality of channels in a charmel portion of the guide 
arrangement and a listing by time of future programs in a main program display portion 
of the guide arrangement corresponding to the plurality of channels shown in the channel 
portion of the guide arrangement (See Figure 16). LaJoie demonstrates a guide 
arrangement configured in a time format (Figure 16, Element 386) where the lowest 
channel of a plurality of channels ("Channel 2") is highlighted and centered. The listing 
shows future programming as well as current programming. 

Regarding Claim 3, LaJoie discloses a device as stated above in Claim 2 wherein 
the processor is further responsive to a subsequent user input to display a guide 
arrangement in a current time format (See Figure 21) including a highlighted program on 
the current viewing channel ("Channel 2") of a plurality of channels in the channel 
portion of the guide arrangement and a listing by time of current and future programs in 
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the main program display portion of the guide arrangement (Element 432) corresponding 
to the pluraUty of channels in the channel portion of the guide arrangement. 

Regarding Claim 4, LaJoie discloses a device as stated above in Claim 2 v^herein 
the processor is further responsive to a subsequent user input to display a subsequent 
guide arrangement in a user-configured time format including a highlighted program on a 
user pre-configured viewing channel of a plurality of channels in the channel portion of 
the guide arrangement and a listing by time of current and future programs in a main 
program display portion of the guide arrangement corresponding to the plurality of 
channels in the channel potion of the guide arrangement. This is accomplished by the 
user pressing the arrows on the remote control device and causing the guide to scroll up 
and dovra channels or back and forth across current and future programs in time- 
formatted guide arrangement (Col. 24, Lines 56-62). 

Regarding Claim 5, LaJoie discloses a device as stated above in Claim 2 wherein 
the processor is responsive to a subsequent user input to display a guide arrangement with 
a menu of ordering formats selectable by a user overlaid on the channel portion of the 
guide arrangement (See Figures 20 and 22). 

Regarding Claim 6, LaJoie discloses a device as stated above in Claim 1 wherein 
the selected guide arrangement is configured in a theme format displaying first 
alphabetical theme (See Figure 20) in a theme portion of the initial guide arrangement 
and a plurality of future programs in a main program display potion of the guide 
arrangement corresponding to the first alphabetical theme shown in the theme portion of 
the guide arrangement (See Figure 21). 
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Regarding Claim 7, LaJoie discloses a device as stated above in Claim 6 wherein 
the processor is further responsive to a subsequent user input (Col. 24, Lines 56-62) to 
display a subsequent guide arrangement in a current theme format including a highlighted 
(Col. 26, Lines 48-60) current viewing program for a current time slot centered in a main 
program display portion of the guide arrangement and a theme category corresponding to 
the current viewing program in a theme portion of the guide arrangement (See Figure 21). 

Regarding Claim 8, LaJoie discloses a device as stated above in Claim 6 wherein 
the processor is responsive to a subsequent user input to display a new theme not 
corresponding to the current viewing program in the theme portion of the guide 
arrangement (Col. 26, Lines 48-64) and a plurality of future programs in the main 
program display portion of the guide arrangement corresponding to the new theme (Col. 
27, Lines 8-32). 

Regarding Claim 9, LaJoie discloses a device as stated above in Claim 6 wherein 
the processor is further responsive to a subsequent user input to display a subsequent 
guide arrangement in a user-configure theme format including a user pre-configured 
theme highlighted in a theme portion of the guide arrangement (Col. 27, Lines 8-32) and 
programs corresponding to the user pre-configured theme in the main program display 
portion of the guide arrangement (See Figure 21). 

Regarding Claim 10, LaJoie discloses a device as stated above in Claim 6 wherein 
the processor is further responsive to a subsequent user input to display a subsequent 
guide arrangement with a menu of ordering formats selectable by a user overlaid on the 
theme portion of the guide arrangement (See Figure 21). 
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Regarding Claim 11, LaJoie discloses a device as stated above in Claim 1 wherein 
the selected guide arrangement is configured in a title format displaying a first 
alphabetical category in a title portion of the initial guide arrangement (See Figure 22) 
and an alphabetical listing by time of a plurality of programs in a main program display 
portion of the guide arrangement corresponding to the alphabetical category (See Figure 



Regarding Claim 12, LaJoie discloses a device as stated above in Claim 1 1 
wherein the processor is further responsive to a subsequent user input to display a 
subsequent guide arrangement in a current title format (Col. 28, Lines 5-26) including a 
highlighted current viewing program (See Figure 23) for a current time slot centered in 
the main program display portion of the guide arrangement and a title category in the title 
portion of the subsequent guide arrangement corresponding to the current viewing 
program. 

Regarding Claim 13, LaJoie discloses a device as stated above in Claiml 1 
wherein the processor is responsive to a subsequent user input to display a new title 
category not corresponding to the current viewing program in the title portion of the 
guide arrangement (Col. 28, Lines 16-39) and an alphabetical listing by time of a 
plurality of programs in the main program display potion of the guide arrangement 
corresponding to the new title category (See Figure 22). 

Regarding Claim 14, LaJoie discloses a device as stated above in Claiml 1 
wherein the processor is further responsive to a subsequent user input to display a 
subsequent guide arrangement in a user-configure title format (Col. 28, Lines 16-38) 



22). 
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including a user pre-configured title highlighted in the theme portion of the guide 
arrangement (See Figure 22) and programs corresponding to the user pre-configured title 
in the main program display portions of the guide arrangement (See Figure 23). 

Regarding Claim 15, LaJoie discloses a device as stated above in Claim 1 1 
wherein the processor is further responsive to a subsequent user input to display a 
subsequent guide arrangement with a menu of ordering formats selectable by a user 
overlaid on the title portion of the guide arrangement (See Figure 22). 

Regarding Claim 16, LaJoie discloses a device as stated above in Claiml wherein 
the selected guide arrangement is configure in a browse-by menu format including a 
menu of ordering formats selectable by a user (See Figure 16, Elements 360, 362, and 
364). 

Regarding Claim 17, LaJoie discloses a device as stated above in Claiml 6 
wherein a default menu format is a browse-by time format including a listing of future 
programs in a main program display of the initial guide arrangement. In the invention of 
LaJoie, pressing the guide key causes the EPG to enter the browse-by time mode (Col. 
25, Lines 63-66 and Figure 18). This reads on the default menu format being a browse-by 
time format because the user has not specified whether to browse by time, theme or title. 

Regarding Claim 18, LaJoie discloses a device as stated above in Claim 17 
wherein the processor is further responsive to a subsequent user input (Col. 24, Lines 52- 
62) to display a guide arrangement in a current time format selectable from the browse-by 
menu, the current time format including a highlighted current viewing charmel of a 
plurality of channels in the channel portion of the subsequent guide arrangement (See 
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Figure 16) and a listing by time of current and future programs in a main program display 
portion of the guide arrangement corresponding to the plurality of channels in the channel 
portion of the guide arrangement. 

Regarding Claims 25-42, refer to Claims 1-18 as stated above. 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 19-24 and 43-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
LaJoie et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,808,608 to Young et al. 

Regarding Claim 19, LaJoie discloses a device as stated above in Claim 16. What 
LaJoie does not disclose, however, is a device wherein the default menu format is a 
browse-by theme format including a listing of future programs in a main program display 
of the initial guide arrangement. Young discloses a electronic program guide as shown in 
Figure 3 with the ability to sort based on categories and themes as shown in Figure 14. 
Young further discloses that the default program guide mode may be based on the theme 
criteria active when the guide was last exited (Col. 24, Lines 6-13). This reads on a 
default browse-by theme menu format including a listing of future programs in a main 
program display of the initial guide arrangement. Young is evidence that ordinary 
workers in the art would appreciate the ability to set a default mode based on a last-used 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



Application/Control Number: 09/5 1 8,04 1 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2697 

mode of operation in an electronic program guide. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention v^as made to modify the 
system of LaJoie with the default browse-by theme mode of Young in order to allow a 
user to return directly to a prior theme search. 

Regarding Claim 20, LaJoie in view of Young disclose a system as stated above 
in Claim 19. LaJoie further discloses a system wherein the processor is further responsive 
to a subsequent user input (Col. 24, Lines 56-62) to display a subsequent guide 
arrangement in a current theme format selectable from the browse-by menu, the current 
theme format including a current viewing program for a current time slot highlighted , 
(Col. 26, Lines 48-60) in a main program display portion of the guide arrangement and a 
theme category corresponding to the current viewing program in a theme portion of the 
guide arrangement (See Figure 21). 

Regarding Claim 21, LaJoie in view of Yoimg disclose a system as stated above 
in Claim 20. LaJoie further discloses a device wherein the processor is responsive to a 
subsequent user input to display a new theme not corresponding to the current viewing 
program in the theme portion of the guide arrangement (Col. 26, Lines 48-64) and a 
plurality of future programs in the main program display portion of the guide 
arrangement corresponding to the new theme (Col. 27, Lines 8-32). 

Regarding Claim 22, LaJoie discloses a device as stated above in Claim 16. What 
LaJoie does not disclose, however, is a device wherein the default menu format is a 
browse-by title format including a listing of future programs in a main program display of 
the initial guide arrangement. Young discloses a electronic program guide as shown in 
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Figure 3 with the abiUty to sort based on various user selections as shown in Figure 14. 
Young further discloses that the default program guide mode may be based on the 
selection criteria active when the guide was last exited (Col. 24, Lines 6-13). Young is 
evidence that ordinary workers in the art would appreciate the ability to set a default 
mode based on a last-used mode of operation in an electronic program guide. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system of LaJoie with the default browse-by selection 
mode of Young in order to allow a user to return directly to a prior browse-by title listing. 

Regarding Claim 23, LaJoie in view of Young disclose a system as stated above 
in Claim 22. LaJoie further discloses a system wherein the processor is further responsive 
to a subsequent user input to display a subsequent guide arrangement in a current title 
format (Col. 28, Lines 5-26) selectable from the browse-by menu including a highlighted 
current viewing program (See Figure 23) for a current time slot centered in the main 
program display portion of the guide arrangement and a title category in the title portion 
of the subsequent guide arrangement corresponding to the current viewing program. 

Regarding Claim 24, LaJoie in view of Young discloses a device as stated above 
in Claim 22. LaJoie further discloses a device wherein the processor is responsive to a 
subsequent user input to display a new title category not corresponding to the current 
viewing program in the title portion of the guide arrangement (Col. 28, Lines 16-39) and 
an alphabetical listing by time of a plurality of programs in the main program display 
potion of the guide arrangement corresponding to the new title category (See Figure 22). 

Regarding Claims 43-48, refer to Claims 19-24 as stated above. 
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Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

a. U.S. Patent No. 6,005,565 to Legall et al. discloses an electronic program guide 
with category, subcategory and topic searching. 

b. U.S. Patent No. 6,268,849 to Boyer et al. discloses an electronic program guide 
with time, channel, and category searching. 

c. U.S. Patent No. 6,181,333 to Chaney et al. discloses an electronic program guide 
with various arrangement schemes including channel number and program names. 

d. U.S. Patent No. 6,367,078 to Lasky discloses an electronic program guide with 
sideways surfing inside of a given program category. 

e. U.S. Patent No. 6,008,803 to Rowe et al. discloses an electronic program guide 
with category and subcategory display. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew R Demicco whose telephone number is (703) 305-8155. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 9am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Faile can be reached on (703) 305-4380. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703 308-5359 for regular 
communications and (703) 872-9314 for After Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 




mrd ^1<^UJ(Mu(yrnQ_^ 
March 6, 2003 Kimberly A. Williams 

Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 2600 
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